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Dear Sir: 



This communication is in reply to the Office Action of December 21, 2001 

AMENDMENTS A? A 
In the Claims 

Please cancel claim 2. 
Please amend claim 1 as follows. 



'I/A' 0 ** 




L (AMENDED) 
the following steps: 



A method for forming a multi-layer wiring structure, comprising 



(a) etching to form via-holes or wiring gutters through a resist mask on an insulating 
"film between layers of a silica system having a dielectric constant being equal to or less than 3.5; 

(b) filling up said wiring gutters or said via-holes with conductive material using a 
damascene method; and 

(c) performing an ashing process on said resist mask using oxygen gas plasma under 
an atmospheric pressure from 0.01 Torr to 30.0 Torr. 
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